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This paper presents a design of a tracked in-pipe inspection mobile robot with a ﬂexible drive
positioning system. The robot is intended to operate in circular and rectangular pipes and
ducts oriented horizontally and vertically. The paper covers the complete design process of a
virtual prototype, focusing on track adaptation to the working environment. A mathematical
description of kinematics and dynamics of the robot is presented. Operation in pipes with a
cross section over 210 mm is discussed. Laboratory tests of the utilized tracks are included,
conﬁrming conducted FEA simulations.
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1.

Introduction

Pipeline inspection is a popular application ﬁeld of mobile robots. Since access to a particular
segment of a pipeline is usually limited; various in-pipe inspection mobile robots are utilized.
This paper presents a design of a tracked mobile robot that can adapt to various working environments. The robot platform is based on two track modules with integrated motors, mounted
on the positioning structure, consisting of three drives per track. The robot would be able to
operate in pipes and ducts with round and rectangular cross-sections oriented horizontally and
vertically or to work on ﬂat surfaces. Application of a ﬂexible track positioning system would
allow on-line changes of the robot structure.
There already exist many other designs of mobile pipe inspection robots, but the majority
of them possesses low level of adaptivity to the operating environment, mainly due to geometric
limitations. Choi and Roh (2007) focused on design of wheeled inspection robots suitable for ∅200
and ∅85-109 mm round pipes that are based on a modular structure that features segments with
wheeled legs on pantograph mechanisms for diameter changes. Another concept was presented
by Horodinca et al. (2002). They designed four robot architectures utilizing a rotor equipped
with three pairs of tilted wheels moving on helical trajectories, propelling the robot forwards
in the axial direction. The robots had diﬀerent sizes for 170, 70 and 40 mm round pipes and
allow only small changes of the diameter. Tadakuma et al. (2009) proposed a platform with
a cylindrical track drive – Omni-Track that increases the contact area with pipes of diﬀerent
diameters and allow forward and backward motions along with side motion realized by a roll
mechanism. A three-track vertical conﬁguration for a constant pipe diameter was described.
Robots for operation in ventilation ducts are mainly designed with focus on cleaning tasks. Wang and Zhang (2006) proposed a tracked platform with a guiding wheel, intended for
operation with interchangeable brushes for horizontal ducts.
The market for inspection robots oﬀers several solutions. Inuktun produces a wide range of
tracked inspection robots. Versatrax models are available in three diﬀerent sizes for minimal
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pipe diameters: 100, 150 and 300 mm (Inuktun, 2012). Their main components are individually
operated tracks of diﬀerent sizes. Manually adjustable chassis allows adapting of the robot
to sewer and storm drains, air ducts, tanks, oil and gas pipelines, pulp and paper industries.
Versatrax Vertical is a three-track version for a vertical, dry pipe inspection (Hydropulsion,
2012). iPEK produces wheeled inspection vehicles ROVVER for pipes with diameters 100-300,
150-760 and 230-1520 mm (Ipek, 2011). These robots have modular designs with replaceable
wheels, suitable for horizontal pipes and operation up to 10 m underwater. A Solo robot by
RedZone is a tracked, wireless, autonomous robot that can be used in pipes ranging from 200300 mm diameters (Redzone, 2012). CUES oﬀers tracked inspection robots for pipes that vary
from 150 to 760 mm. Their main feature is a narrow track made of large segments (Cues, 2012).
As we may observe, numerous solutions for inspection robots are available. Wheels provide
the least rolling resistance and are energy eﬃcient, however a small contact surface may not
be suﬃcient for some uneven surfaces. Crawling motion has speed limitations, and especially
the upper limit of a pipe or duct dimension is the major drawback. As presented by market
research, numerous solutions utilizing track drives have been developed. Tracks provide proper
obstacle avoidance capabilities and a considerably large contact area. Suﬃcient contact surface
is an advantage in terms of friction. The presented tracked robots do not possess online track
positioning and are designed for speciﬁc purposes. This paper presents a design of a versatile
tracked mobile robot with an adaptive track positioning system intended for video inspection.

2.

Mechanical structure

Similarly to most of the analyzed robots structures, it was decided to utilize two tracks. That
conﬁguration ensures proper robot stability and maneuverability, assuming that the robot will
consist of one segment. For this project, Inuktun Microtrac track modules with dimensions
60 × 50 × 170 mm are analysed. They are designed speciﬁcally for pipe inspection, with focus on
small inspection platforms. For creation of a virtual prototype of the inspection robot, Autodesk
Inventor Professional 2012 was used.

Fig. 1. Robot model – general view; 1 – robot body, 2 – front arm, 3 – rear arm, 4 – front rotating ring,
5 – rear rotating ring, 6 – track drive unit

The track positioning system consists of two independently rotating rings with the centre of
rotation in the axis of the robot body. To each of these rings, an arm is attached on a rotary
joint. These arms are similarly mounted to both sides of each track. This conﬁguration allows
various orientations of the tracks with respect to the robot body. Each track unit is adjusted by
three drives. Two drives allow rotations of rings with respect to the robot body axis, and the
third drive positions one arm with respect to the track. The drives selected for the rotating rings
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are digital servomotors Hitec HS-7950TH that are compact size, possess high holding torque and
an integrated position controller. The rotating rings are connected with the outer and inner arms
of the robot.
The general view of the robot is presented in Fig. 1. The drive controllers and power electronics are located inside the robot body.
In total, the robot has 8 drives: 2 tracks and 6 track positioning servomotors and consists
of over 230 components, among which over 60 have to be manufactured. The total weight of
the robot is 5.14 kg, where the weight of one aluminum track is 1.1 kg. The total weight does
not include camera, lighting and cables. The robot is capable of operating in liquid environment
such as water, sewage or oil. In order to meet this requirement, connections are sealed and cables
are routed with usage of waterproof connectors.

3.

Kinematic model of the robot

The description a crawler track in a real environment with uneven ground and changeable
conditions is very complex. The detailed mathematical description of movement of individual
crawler track points is so compound that it is necessary to apply simpliﬁed models. Elastomer
tracks with treads could be modeled as a non-stretch tape wound about a determined shape
by a drive sprocket, an idler and an undeformable ground (Burdziński, 1972; Dajniak, 1985;
Trojnacki, 2011; Żylski, 1996). The presented kinematic model of the robot describes a plane
motion and operation on inclined surfaces.
The velocity of the point C (Fig. 2a), placed in the axis of symmetry of the crawler (Burdziński, 1972; Chodkowski, 1982, 1990; Dajniak, 1985; Żylski, 1996) may be expressed as
Vc =

q

2 + ż 2
ẋ2C + ẏC
C

(3.1)

The equations for particular velocity components were derived taking into consideration slip
of the tracks and an assumption that the principal direction of motion is the y axis, and the
angle of turn β is positive towards the x axis (Fig. 2a)
r α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + r α̇2 (1 − s2 )
r α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + r α̇2 (1 − s2 )
sin β
ẏC =
cos β cos γ
2
2
(3.2)
r α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + r α̇2 (1 − s2 )
r α̇2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̇1 (1 − s1 )
żC =
sin γ
β̇ =
2
H
where r is the radius of the track drive sprockets, H – distance between the tracks, s1 – slip of
sprocket 1, s2 – slip of the sprocket 2, G – gravity force, η – eﬃciency, α̇1 – angular velocity
of sprocket 1, α̇2 – angular velocity of sprocket 2, γ – angle of slope inclination.
The slip of the track is calculated using the following formula
ẋC =

(n − 1)dL
(3.3)
L
where n is the number of track treads in contact with the ground, dL – track tread deformation,
L – length of the track load bearing segment.
The velocities of the points VF and VG , located in the centers of + tracks may be expressed
as
s=

2
2
VF2 = ẋ2F + ẏF2 + żF2
VG2 = ẋ2G + ẏG
+ żG
(3.4)
1
1
ẋF = ẋC − H β̇ sin β
ẏF = ẏC − H β̇ cos β
żF = żC
(3.5)
2
2
1
1
ẋG = ẋC + H β̇ sin β
ẏG = ẏC + H β̇ cos β
żG = żC
(3.6)
2
2
The created kinematic model will be used in determination of dynamical equations of motion.
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Fig. 2. Robot frame rotated by the angle β (a) and dynamic model of the robot – forces (b)

4.

Dynamic model of the inspection robot

The dynamic description of the robot (Burdziński, 1972; Chodkowski, 1982, 1990; Dajniak,
1985; Trojnacki, 2011; Żylski, 1996) was prepared using an energetic method based on Lagrange
equations. In order to avoid modeling problems with decoupling Lagrange multipliers, Maggi’s
equations were used (Giergiel and Żylski, 2005). In the dynamic model of the robot, the same
characteristic points on the structure are considered as in the kinematic description (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3. Dynamic model of the robot – forces acting on the robot

It has to be assumed that the kinetic energy of the robot E is the sum of energies of particular
components
E = ER + EM 1 + EM 2

(4.1)

where ER is the kinetic energy of the robot frame, EM 1 – kinetic energy of the left track drive
module, EM 2 – kinetic energy of the right track drive module.
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The kinetic energy of the robot frame is the sum of energies ER1 and ER2 , resultant from
translational and rotational motion with respect to the instantaneous center of rotation O
1
1
ER = ER1 + ER2 = mR VC2 + IR β̇ 2
2
2

(4.2)

where mR is the mass of the robot frame, IR – moment of inertia of the robot frame, β̇ – angular
velocity of the robot frame with respect to the instantaneous center of rotation.
By introducing equation (4.2) into (3.1), the kinetic energy of the robot frame was obtained
ER =

1
1
2
2
+ żC
) + IR β̇ 2
mR (ẋ2C + ẏC
2
2

(4.3)

The kinetic energy of the track drive module was determined by making use of the following
formula
EM = EK1 + EK2 + EK3 + EO

(4.4)

where EK1 is the kinetic energy of track drive sprocket 1, EK2 – kinetic energy of idler 2,
EK3 – kinetic energy of idler 3, EO – kinetic energy of the track module housing.
The kinetic energy of the sprocket and idlers in the track module can be expressed as a
sum of kinetic energies of translational motion, rotational motion about the particular axis of
rotation and rotational motion about the instantaneous center of rotation (Giergiel et al., 2012).
The moments of inertia were determined for the particular models of the sprocket and idlers
that were modeled in a CAD software, according to the datasheet from the Inuktun company
(Inuktun, 2012)
1
mK1 VA2 +
2
1
= mK3 VE2 +
2

EK1 =
EK3

1
Ix1 α̇2K1 +
2
1
Ix3 α̇2K3 +
2

1
Iz1 β̇ 2
2
1
Iz3 β̇ 2
2

1
1
1
EK2 = mK2 VB2 + Ix2 α̇2K2 + Iz2 β̇ 2
2
2
2

(4.5)

where mKi is the mass of the i-th wheel, Ixi – moment of inertia with respect to the i-th axis
of rotation x, Izi – moment of inertia of the i-th wheel with respect to the axis z about which
the wheel changes its orientation with the angular velocity β̇, α̇Ki – angular velocity of the i-th
wheel, VA , VB , VE – velocities of characteristic points presented in Fig. 2a.
The kinetic energy of the track module housing is the sum of energies of the motor, gear
transmission and the track
EO =

1
1
1
mO VO2 + IxO α̇21 + IzO β̇ 2
2
2
2

(4.6)

where mO is the mass of the track module housing, IxO – moment of inertia of the elements
in rotational motion, IzO – moment of inertia of the housing with respect to the instantaneous
center of rotation.
The total kinetic energy of one track drive module is denoted as follows
1
1
1
1
1
1
EM = mK1 VA2 + Ix1 α̇2K1 + Iz1 β̇ 2 + mK2 VB2 + Ix2 α̇2K2 + Iz2 β̇ 2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
+ mK3 VE2 + Ix3 α̇2K3 + Iz3 β̇ 2 + mO VO2 + IxO α̇21 + IzO β̇ 2
2
2
2
2
2
2

(4.7)

with the assumption that
VA = VB = VE = VO = V

(4.8)
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and
1
1
1
EM = V 2 (mK1 + mK2 + mK3 + mO ) + Ix1 α̇2K1 + Ix2 α̇2K2
2
2
2
1
1
1
+ Ix3 α̇2K3 + IxO α̇21 + β̇ 2 (Iz1 + Iz2 + Iz3 + IzO )
2
2
2

(4.9)

When taking into account the relations between angular velocities and radii of the sprocket
and idlers
αK1 r1 = αK2 r2 = αK3 r3 = α1 r

α̇1 rK1 = α̇K2 r2 = α̇K3 r3 = α̇1 r

(4.10)

Thus, using the following substitution
m = mK1 + mK2 + mK3 + mO

Ix = Ix1 + Ix2

Iz = Iz1 + Iz2 + Iz3 + IzO

 r 2
1

r2

+ Ix3

 r 2
1

r3

+ IxO

(4.11)

The total kinetic energy for the track drive module is derived
1
1
1
EM = mV 2 + Ix α̇21 + Iz β̇ 2
2
2
2

(4.12)

Previously, only one track drive module was investigated and particular properties were
denoted without an index. However, in a more detailed analysis, the energy of the left and right
track drive module is used (according to the notation in Fig. 2a)
1
1
1
EM 1 = mVF2 + Ix α̇21 + Iz β̇ 2
2
2
2

1
1
1
EM 2 = mVG2 + Ix α̇22 + Iz β̇ 2
2
2
2

(4.13)

After substitution of velocities denoted in (3.4), the following formulas are obtained
1
2
EM 1 = m[(ẋC − β̇H sin β)2 + (ẏC − β̇H cos β)2 + żC
]+
2
1
2
EM 2 = m[(ẋC + β̇H sin β)2 + (ẏC + β̇H cos β)2 + żC
]+
2

1
Ix α̇21 +
2
1
Ix α̇22 +
2

1
Iz β̇ 2
2
1
Iz β̇ 2
2

(4.14)

The total kinetic energy of the robot described in (4.1) was derived by making use of equations
(4.3) and (4.14)
1
1
1
2
2
2
E = mR (ẋ2C + ẏC
+ żC
) + IR β̇ 2 + m[(ẋc − β̇H sin β)2 + (ẏC − β̇H cos β)2 + żC
]
2
2
2
(4.15)
1
1
1
2
+ Ix α̇21 + Iz β̇ 2 + m[(ẋC + β̇H sin β)2 + (ẏC + β̇H cos β)2 + żC
] + Ix α̇22
2
2
2
In order to determine the dynamic equations of motion, Maggi’s formalism is employed
n
X

j=1

Cij

h d  ∂E 

dt ∂ q̇j

−

 ∂E i

∂qj

= θi

q̇j =

s
X

Cij ėi + Gj

(4.16)

i=1

where n denotes the number of independent parameters expressed by generalized coordinates qi
(j = 1, . . . , n) where according to Maggi’s formalism
ė = [α̇1 , α̇2 ]T

Gj = [0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0]T

(4.17)
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According to this assumption, six generalized velocities were denoted by multiplication of
the matrix Cij that consists of nonholonomic constraints with two kinematic parameters α̇1 , α̇2
1
ẋC
2 r(1 − s1 ) sin β

 ẏC   1 r(1 − s1 ) cos β cos γ
  2
 ż   1 r(1 − s ) sin γ
1
 C  2
 =
r(1−s1 )
 β̇  
−
H
  
 α̇1  
1
α̇2
0







1
2 r(1

− s2 ) sin β

1
2 r(1 − s2 ) cos β cos γ 
" #
1
 α̇1
2 r(1 − s2 ) sin γ

r(1−s2
 α̇
 2
H

0

1


(4.18)

The generalized forces and moments are denoted as follows




1)
Mn1 + − 12 Pu − 12 FD − 12 G sin γ + 12 Fw sin γ − 12 Wt1 r(1 − s1 ) + Mp r(1−s
H





 (4.19)


θi = 
2)
Mn2 + − 12 Pu − 12 FD − 12 G sin γ + 12 Fw sin γ − 12 Wt2 r(1 − s2 ) − Mp r(1−s
H

The ﬁnal form of the dynamic equations of motion based on Maggi’s formalism are presented
as follows
nr

r
[α̈1 (1 − s1 ) + α̈2 (1 − s2 )] sin β + [α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + α̇2 (1 − s2 )]
2
2
o
r α̇2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̇1 (1 − s1 )
1
·
cos β (mR + 2m) r(1 − s1 ) sin β
H
2
nr
r
+
[α̈1 (1 − s1 ) + α̈2 (1 − s2 )] cos β cos γ − [α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + α̇2 (1 − s2 )]
2
2
o
r α̇2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̇1 (1 − s1 )
1
·
sin β cos γ (mR + 2m) r(1 − s1 ) cos β cos γ
H
2
nr
o
1
+
[α̈1 (1 − s1 ) + α̈2 (1 − s2 )] sin γ (mR + 2m) r(1 − s1 ) sin γ
2
2
r α̈2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̈1 (1 − s1 )
r(1 − s1 )
−
(IR + 2Iz + 2mH 2 )
+ Ix α̈1
H
H
 1

1
1
1
1
r(1 − s1 )
= Mn1 + − Pu − FD − G sin γ + Fw sin γ − Wt1 r(1 − s1 ) + Mp
2
2
2
2
2
H (4.20)
nr
r
[α̈1 (1 − s1 ) + α̈2 (1 − s2 )] sin β + [α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + α̇2 (1 − s2 )]
2
2
o
r α̇2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̇1 (1 − s1 )
1
·
cos β (mR + 2m) r(1 − s2 ) sin β
H
2
nr
r
+
[α̈1 (1 − s1 ) + α̈2 (1 − s2 )] cos β cos γ − [α̇1 (1 − s1 ) + α̇2 (1 − s2 )]
2
2
o
r α̇2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̇1 (1 − s1 )
1
·
sin β cos γ (mR + 2m) r(1 − s2 ) cos β cos γ
H
2
nr
o
1
+
[α̈1 (1 − s1 ) + α̈2 (1 − s2 )] sin γ (mR + 2m) r(1 − s2 ) sin γ
2
2
r α̈2 (1 − s2 ) − r α̈1 (1 − s1 )
2 r(1 − s2 )
−
(IR + 2Iz + 2mH )
+ Ix α̈2
H
H
 1

1
1
1
1
r(1 − s2 )
= Mn2 + − Pu − FD − G sin γ + Fw sin γ − Wt2 r(1 − s2 ) + Mp
2
2
2
2
2
H

where r denotes the radius of the track drive sprocket, α1 – angle of rotation of sprocket 1, α2 – angle of rotation of sprocket 2, mR – mass of the frame, m – mass of the track,
Wt – rolling friction force, Pu – pull force, Fw – buoyant force, FD – hydrostatic resistance
force, Mn1 , Mn2 – torque on the drive sprockets of tracks 1, 2, H – distance between the tracks,
IR – moment of inertia of the robot frame, IX , IZ – reduced moments of inertia of the track drive
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module, MP – moment of transverse resistance, s1 – slip of sprocket 1, s2 – slip of sprocket 2,
G – gravity force, η – eﬃciency.
Dynamic equations of motion (4.20) may be used to solve simple and inverse dynamics problems, however care must be taken when calculating values of the forces, particularly the rolling
friction force Wt as various surfaces on which the robot operates would introduce signiﬁcant
variations in its value. The type ﬂuid in which the robot moves has also strong inﬂuence on the
forces, especially FD and MP .

5.

Multibody simulations

Multibody simulations that aimed on the determination of torques of the positioning drives were
performed using a simpliﬁed model of the robot. Imposed motion was deﬁned for three drives by
time dependent position input graphs corresponding to various possible positions of the track
with respect to the robot body. Consecutive simulation steps are presented in Fig. 4.

Fig. 4. Simulation – track positions

Fig. 5. Inner arm with imported loads from dynamic simulation

Three simulations using the same trajectory were performed. The ﬁrst one involved lifting the
track and orienting it in space with respect to the stationary robot body oriented horizontally.
The second simulation involved vertical operation of the robot, where the extension forces exerted
by the tracks on the pipe were assumed to be equal to the maximum track payload. In the third
simulation, the maximum payload forces were applied to the tracks, whereas the gravity was
acting downwards the robot body.
The results of simulations indicate that the torques in the arm drives do not exceed 3.6 Nm,
whereas in the body drives 2 Nm. The results of simulations were used to select servomotors and
optimize the geometry of the robot positioning system.
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Fig. 6. Multibody simulations – drive torques in vertical operation

6.

Operation environments

According to the project requirements, the robot is capable of positioning its driving mechanism
in various ways to accommodate to the work environment. For the most compact alignment, the
robot will be able to operate in pipes with diameter greater than 210 mm (Fig. 7). In Fig. 7,
we may observe the robot with alignment for operation in a 350 mm diameter pipe. The upper
limit of the pipe diameter is determined by the capabilities of the vision system.
The robot may also operate in pipes and ducts with a rectangular cross-section. The minimum
width of a pipe is 230 mm (Fig. 7). As in the case of pipes with a circular cross-section, the
maximum size is dependent on the capabilities of the mounted camera and lighting.

Fig. 7. Operation environments: (a) pipe ∅210 mm, (b) pipe ∅350 mm, (c) rectangular duct 230 mm
wide

A parallel extension of tracks would be also achievable for the robot structure. It may be used
to operate in pipes or ducts with rectangular or circular cross-sections that are oriented in any
direction, based on friction forces with respect to the walls. Possible minimum and maximum
extensions (230 mm to 270 mm) are presented in the Figs. 8a-d.

7.

Simulations of the Inuktun Microtracs in Abaqus software

To simulate motion of the track under loading conditions, dynamical equations of motion were
used with parameters obtained from laboratory tests to create a ﬁnite element model. The
constructed model is based on the assumption that there exists an uneven load distribution in
contact with the ground along the track length. It is caused by tensioning the track by three
rollers (Fig. 9a).
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Fig. 8. Operation in vertical pipes: (a) ∅225 mm, (b) ∅270 mm; track parallel extension: (c) minimum,
(d) maximum

Fig. 9. FEA Simulation of Inuktun Microtracs: (a) stresses – isometric view, (b) stresses – side view

We may observe that the highest stresses appear in the outermost treads and the other have
a resultant deformation. The simulation will be used for preparation of the control system to
introduce corrections of the positioning error.

8.

Testing of the Inuktun Microtracs in the real environment

In the case of motion of such mobile platforms as the described robot, there appear problems with
precise determination of the position and orientation due to deformations of track treads and
work surface (Wong, 2010). In order to reduce this unwanted inﬂuence, the previously described
mathematical model was utilized. In the model, it was assumed that the track treads deform
and the surface is undeformable.
The test procedure was conducted in a laboratory with usage of a horizontal pneumatic
table with a vibration isolation and the Phantom v9.1 camera with 2 megapixel resolution. The
vision system was equipped with the TEMA Automotive software, dedicated to motion analysis,
featuring automatic tracking and processing tools.
The object of investigation consisted of two Inuktun Microtrac units mounted to the test
frame with dimensions and weight corresponding to the designed robot. Markers were placed on
each track tread and on the track body. During motion, displacements in the axes x and y were
obtained for particular treads with respect to the marker situated in the lower left corner of the
table (Fig. 10a). In Fig. 10b, we may observe plots of the tread marker position in the Y axis.
Basing on the region of the plot, when the investigated tread is in contact with the table (lower
plot), the deformation was calculated to be ∆l = 0.02 mm for rectilinear motion.

Virtual prototyping, design and analysis of an in-pipe inspection mobile robot

Fig. 10. Track deformation test – markers (a) and track tread position in the x and y axes

In order to validate dynamical equations of motion (4.20), a Matlab Simulink model
(Fig. 11b) was prepared and simulated and a laboratory test was performed on the test platform.
The rectilinear trajectory is presented in Fig. 11a.
Data used in the Matlab Simulink simulation: r = 0.02794 m, H = 0.12 m, s1 = s2 = 0.011,
Pu = 10 N, m = 1.1 kg, mR = 3.04 kg, G = 51.404 N, IR = 0.0194 kg m2 , IZ = 0.000651 kg m2 ,
IX = 0.000059 kg m2 , Fw = 18.639 N, γ = 0◦ , β = 0◦ .

Fig. 11. Simulation and veriﬁcation: (a) trajectory, (b) Matlab Simulink model structure,
(c) displacement of point C, (d) velocity of point C, (e) track module drive sprocket torques

The results of simulation and veriﬁcation are presented in Figs. 11a-c. We may observe that
the calculated velocity and torques coincide considerably well with the measurements conducted
on the test stand. In the results obtained from the veriﬁcation, we may observe ﬂuctuations of
the velocity (Fig. 11b) and torques (Fig. 11c) caused by changes of contact of the track treads
with the ground.
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9.

Conclusions

This project covers a design process of a pipe mobile inspection robot using CAD/CAE tools.
By review of over 20 solutions, the market need for a tracked inspection robot with a ﬂexible
positioning mechanism was identiﬁed. A 3D model of a versatile mobile inspection platform
was created and simulated. The potential work conﬁgurations of the robot were presented and
motivated. Kinematic and dynamic mathematical models of the robot were formulated and
veriﬁed experimentally.

10.

Further work

Experiments with the track modules should be performed on diﬀerent pipe and duct surfaces
to provide values of the coeﬃcient of friction that would allow estimation of proper loading for
the positioning drives.
An eﬃcient control system capable of on-line adaptation to the work environment must be
created. The robot will be equipped with an Inertial Measurement Unit, and the control system
should be developed based on the Kalman ﬁlter method presented by Buratowski et al. (2012).
The prototype should be equipped with a CCTV camera and lighting to conduct further tests in
the real operating environment. An algorithmic determination of the track treads deformation
has to be developed, based on particular surfaces to optimize positioning of the structure in the
work environment.
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